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Serial No. 09/646,715 
Art Unit 1713 



1. The reply filed on March 18, 2003 is not fully 
responsive to the prior Office action because of the following 
omission (s) or matter (s): Applicants have failed to elect an 
ultimate species. Applicants have interpreted the Examiner's 
comments as identifying a single species which all the claims 
read on. This interpretation is incorrect insofar as specific 
species of combinations of specific polymers and specific cross- 
linking agents are called for in the election of species 
requirement. In order to clarify this, let the Examiner point 
out that claims 34-38 specifically identify various polymers as 
the hydrophobically modified polymers with specific hydrophilic 
backbones which backbones need to be identified as to any 
chemical modification thereof. Furthermore the cross-linking 
agents are identified in claims 41-43. Other possibilities are 
also disclosed and can be elected by the applicants by the 
combination of all characteristics of the polymer which result in 
a final species of single structure needs to be identified for 
election of ultimate species. The election requirement is, 
therefore, still pending and needs resolution. See 37 CFR 1.111. 
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Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, 
applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the 
mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to 
supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. 
Extensions of this time period may be granted under 37 CFR 
1. 136 (a) . 
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